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January 2010                                      U.S. Embassy, Baghdad, Iraq  

  A FREE PRESS 
SELECTED WEBSITES AND ONLINE PUBLICATIONS 

"Today, I lend my voice of support and admiration to all those brave men and women of the press who 
labor to expose truth and enhance accountability around the world.  In so doing, I recall the words of 
Thomas Jefferson: "The basis of our governments being the opinion of the people, the very first object 
should be to keep that right; and were it left to me to decide whether we should have a government 
without newspapers or newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer 

the latter.”                                              - President Barack Obama, May 3, 2009. 

Freedom of the Press Survey – 2009   Map of Press Freedom 2009  
 
The State of the News Media 2009: An Annual Report on American Journalism Pew Project for  
 Excellence in Journalism, March, 2009. 
 
Preparing to Cover the Best Story of Our Lives: Census 2010   
 
Freedom of Information Is Bedrock of Free and Open Societies on America.gov, June 9, 2009. 

Independent News Media Important for Democracy Worldwide  on America.gov, July 21, 2008. 

The Reconstruction of American Journalism by Leonard Downie & Michael Schudson in Columbia              
 Journalism Review. November / December 2009.  24p.  

Iranian Demonstrators Have the Admiration of the World, Says Obama on America.gov, Dec. 28’09. 

Three Trends Over Eight Presidential Elections, 1980-2008: Toward Emergence of a Democratic 
Majority Alignment?  by Demetrios J. Caraley in Political Science Quarterly, Fall 2009, 20p. 
 
Freedom of Expression in the Western Hemisphere U.S. Dept of State, June 12, 2009    
 
The Future of the News Industry Brookings, May 18, 2009.    
 
Reflections on Information Technology and Democracy by Joshua Cohen in the Boston Review, 

March/April 2009.  
 
While elections and other institutions of accountability are essential to democracy, their efficacy arguably 
depends on a complicated, dispersed, ongoing, relatively unstructured public discussion. The author 
examines the way in which the Internet is changing democratic discourse and the impact of information 
technology on the society.   
 
A New Foundation: The Search for Solutions to Journalism's Crisis by Rem Rieder in AJR, 
 December / January 2010.   
 
Saving America’s Democracy-Sustaining Journalism by Victoria Pickard & Joseph Torres in  
 The Seattle Times, July 4, 2009. 
 
The current newspaper crisis isn't just about the future of the printed product…  
 
The Evolution of Freedom of Information – Photo gallery 
Freedom of information lays the foundation for government transparency.  Governments with freedom of 
information legislation are required to provide information at minimal cost to anyone who requests 
it.  However, most laws provide exceptions for the disclosure of information regarding national 
defense and foreign relations. 

http://iraq.usembassy.gov/
http://www.freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=470
http://www.freedomhouse.org/uploads/fop/2009/FreedomofthePress2009_MOPF.pdf
http://www.stateofthenewsmedia.org/2009/index.htm
http://www.asne.org/article_view/smid/370/articleid/572/reftab/38.aspx
http://www.america.gov/st/usg-english/2009/June/200906051629441ejrehsiF0.8537561.html
http://www.america.gov/st/freepress-english/2008/July/200807211405331xeneerg0.5754816.html
http://www.cjr.org/reconstruction/the_reconstruction_of_american.php
http://www.america.gov/st/democracyhr-english/2009/December/20091228163645esnamfuak0.1768305.html
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/taps/psq/2009/00000124/00000003/art00002
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/taps/psq/2009/00000124/00000003/art00002
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2009/06a/124702.htm
http://www.brookings.edu/events/2009/0518_news_future.aspx
http://www.bostonreview.net/BRwebonly/cohen3.php
http://www.ajr.org/Article.asp?id=4850
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/opinion/2009414766_guests05freepress.html
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/photogallery.html#/4110/foia/
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TECHNOLOGY / NEW MEDIA     

Societies Free of  Internet Censorship Are Stronger, Obama Says  ‐  “The free flow of information on the Internet 
builds a stronger society, encourages creativity and helps people around the world participate in the political process and 
hold their governments accountable…   The more freely information is allowed to flow online, including through services 
like Twitter, “the stronger the society becomes,” he said. “Because then citizens of countries around the world can hold 
their own governments accountable. They can begin to think for themselves. That generates new ideas. It encourages 

creativity,” not only in politics and government, but also in business.” - President Barack Obama, November 16, 2009.  

The First Amendment, the Internet, and Net Neutrality: Be Careful What You Wish For by Robert  
 Corn-Revere. Progress and Freedom Foundation, Dec’09.  10p. 
 
Inside the Political Twittersphere: A Look Inside Twitter’s Use for Politics Sysomos, October 2009.  
  Blog   
        
Going Public: Should journalists express their political views on social networking sites?  AJR, Dec. /Jan.’10.   
 
For Iranian Bloggers, Risks Have Not Deterred Activity on America.gov, October 6, 2008. 
 
Digital Influence in News and Politics Sparxoo, September 28, 2009.  22p.   
 
Tipping Point for the New Media An interview with Arianna Huffington, editor-in-chief of The Huffington  
 Post in New Perspectives Quarterly, Summer 2009.  

The Internet Is Killing America’s Free Press and Why It Matters by Jerry Bowles on SocialMediaToday, 
 October 15, 2009.   

Twitter and Status Updating, Fall 2009 Pew Internet & American Life Project. Susannah Fox et al.  
 October 21, 2009.  16p. 
 
Fox News Viewed as Most Ideological Network by Andrew Kohut & Michael Remez.  Pew Research  
 Center for the People & the Press, October 29, 2009.  15p. 
 
Understanding Information Literacy: A Primer by Forest Woody Horton, Jr. UNESCO, 2007.  103p. 
       
Mobile Access to Information by Gary Price, September 2009.       
 
Key Indicators Database – from Pew Global Attitudes Project (international public opinion).       
 
The Newsweekly’s Last Stand by Michael Hirschorn in The Atlantic, July/August 2009.   

The Twitter Explosion by Paul Farhi in American Journalism Review, June/July 2009.  

Why Iran’s Twitter Revolution is Unique by Yigal Schleifer in Christian Science Monitor, June 19, 2009. 

Mapping the Arabic Blogosphere: Politics, Culture, and Dissent Internet & Democracy Project at the
 Berkman Center for Internet and Society, Harvard, June 2009.  62p.   Summary June 16, 2009.         

Blogs Falling in an Empty Forest New York Times, June 5, 2009     
 
Freedom on the Net: A Global Assessment of Internet and Digital Media Freedom House, April 1,  
 2009.  126p.  Includes country reports on Brazil, China, Cuba, Egypt, Estonia, Georgia, India, Iran, Kenya, 

Malaysia, Russia, South Africa, Tunisia, Turkey and the United Kingdom.   
 

Newspaper Web Site Audience Skyrockets in January Newspaper Association of America, March 9, 
 2009.  Data tables        
 
Global Faces and Networked Places: A Nielsen Report on Social Networking’s New Global 
Footprint Nielsen, March 2009. 16p.  News Release with Charts notes that social networking is now the 

fourth most popular online application, ahead of personal email.     
  
Net Neutrality: The Federal Communications Commission’s Authority to Enforce its 
Network Principles CRS, February 20, 2009. 

http://www.america.gov/st/peacesec-english/2009/November/20091116114511esnamfuak0.1158716.html
http://www.pff.org/issues-pubs/pops/2009/pop16.28-FCC-workshop-free-speech-net-neutrality.pdf
http://www.sysomos.com/insidetwitter/politics/
http://politics.theatlantic.com/2009/10/kings_of_the_twittersphere.php
http://www.ajr.org/Article.asp?id=4846
http://www.america.gov/st/freepress-english/2008/October/20081006183801esnamfuak0.1659357.html
http://sparxoo.com/wp-content/sparxoo_digital_influence_news_politics.pdf
http://www.digitalnpq.org/archive/2009_summer/17_huffington.html
http://www.socialmediatoday.com/SMC/92500
http://www.pewinternet.org/%7E/media/Files/Reports/2009/PIP_Twitter_Fall_2009_web.pdf
http://people-press.org/reports/pdf/559.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0015/001570/157020e.pdf
http://www.resourceshelf.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/mobile-2009.html
http://pewglobal.org/database/
http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200907/news-magazines
http://www.ajr.org/Article.asp?id=4756
http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0619/p06s08-wome.html
http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/sites/cyber.law.harvard.edu/files/Mapping_the_Arabic_Blogosphere.pdf
http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/publications/2009/Mapping_the_Arabic_Blogosphere
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/07/fashion/07blogs.html
http://www.freedomhouse.org/uploads/specialreports/NetFreedom2009/FreedomOnTheNet_FullReport.pdf
http://www.naa.org/PressCenter/SearchPressReleases/2009/Newspaper-Website-Audience-Skyrockets-in-January.aspx
http://www.naa.org/TrendsandNumbers/Newspaper-Websites.aspx
http://blog.nielsen.com/nielsenwire/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/nielsen_globalfaces_mar09.pdf
http://blog.nielsen.com/nielsenwire/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/nielsen_globalfaces_mar09.pdf
http://en-us.nielsen.com/etc/content/nielsen_dotcom/en_us/home/news/news_releases/2009/march/social_networks__.mbc.92241.RelatedLinks.86876.MediaPath.pdf
http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R40234_20090220.pdf
http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R40234_20090220.pdf
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Newspapers Face a Challenging Calculus: Online Growth, but Print Losses are Bigger Pew Research 
 Center for the People & the Press, February 26, 2009.        

 
The Fairness Doctrine Distraction by Josh Silver & Marvin Ammori. Free Press, February 2009.  7p. On  

February 26, 2009, the Free Press noted that the U.S. Senate had passed legislation banning 
reinstatement of the Fairness Doctrine  

 
U.S. GOVERNMENT 
 
Advancing Freedom of Information in the New Era of Responsibility Hearing before the U.S. Senate  
 Committee on the Judiciary, September 30, 2009.     
 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty and Voice of America: Soft Power and the Free Flow of 
Information Hearing before the Subcommittee on Europe, U.S. House Committee on Foreign Affairs, July 
23, 2009.   Transcripts and scroll down.   
 
Copyright Licensing in a Digital Age: Competition, Compensation, and the Need to Update the 
Cable and Satellite TV Licenses Hearing, U.S. House Committee on the Judiciary, February 25, 2009.   
 
Ensuring Television Carriage in the Digital Age Hearing, U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary,  
 February 25, 2009.   

America.gov 
Democracy Dialogues "Engaging the World"  

Women Journalists Honored for Risking Their Lives on America.gov, October 16, 2008. 

NEW & EMERGING MEDIA 

American Press Institute     American Society of Newspaper Editors  

Berkman Cent. for Internet & Society, Harvard Law School FedNet  

Electronic Frontier Foundation    Google Books Library Project 

Internat. Fed. of Library Associations and Institutions Internet2 

Internet Crime Complaint Center    MSNBC TV Citizen Journalists Report 

Library of Congress Veterans History Project  NPR Podcast Directory 

National Association of Broadcasters   National Native News 

National Institute for Computer-Assisted Reporting New American Media 

National Newspaper Association    Online News Association 

NewsLab       One Laptop Per Child    

Open Content Alliance     Radio-Television News Directors Assn. 

PLA (Public Library Association) Blog   Poynter Online - Citizen Journalism 

Technorati         Unity: Journalists of Color, Inc.  

Wikipedia       Youth Radio                                                               

Library of Congress Launches Effort to Create World Digital Library See also: Digital Preservation 

SOCIAL MEDIA:  

Facebook /Flickr /Twitter /SocialMedia.com /Social Media Today /Open Dir. Project: Weblogs / 

YouTube / Facebook Privacy: Who Knows Who Your Facebook Friends Are? / Privacy  

The U.S. Department of State assumes no responsibility for the content and availability of the resources listed 
above.  All Internet links were active at January 10, 2010. 

If you do not have Adobe Acrobat Reader, download it here  

http://pewresearch.org/pubs/1133/decline-print-newspapers-increased-online-news
http://www.freepress.net/node/48365
http://www.freepress.net/node/48480
http://www.freepress.net/node/48480
http://judiciary.senate.gov/hearings/hearing.cfm?id=4077
http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearing_notice.asp?id=1102
http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearing_notice.asp?id=1102
http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/schedule.asp
http://judiciary.house.gov/hearings/hear_090225.html
http://judiciary.house.gov/hearings/hear_090225.html
http://judiciary.senate.gov/hearings/hearing.cfm?id=3668
http://www.democracy.gov/
http://www.america.gov/st/freepress-english/2008/October/20081016101345esnamfuak0.5001947.html
http://www.americanpressinstitute.org/
http://www.asne.org/
http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/home/
http://www.fednet.net/
http://www.eff.org/
http://books.google.com/googlebooks/library.html
http://www.ifla.org/
http://www.internet2.edu/
http://www.ic3.gov/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6639760/
http://www.loc.gov/vets/
http://www.npr.org/rss/podcast/podcast_directory.php
http://www.nab.org/
http://www.nativenews.net/
http://www.nicar.org/
http://news.newamericamedia.org/news/
http://www.nna.org/
http://www.journalists.org/
http://www.newslab.org/index.htm
http://laptop.org/
http://www.opencontentalliance.org/
http://www.rtdna.org/
http://www.plablog.org/
http://www.poynter.org/content/content_view.asp?id=83126
http://www.technorati.com/
http://www.unityjournalists.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://www.youthradio.org/
http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2005/05-250.html
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.flickr.com/
http://twitter.com/
http://www.socialmedia.com/
http://www.socialmediatoday.com/
http://dmoz.org/Computers/Internet/On_the_Web/Weblogs/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2009/12/who-knows-who-your-facebook-friends-are
http://www.eff.org/issues/privacy
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
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