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International Women’s Day
Messages from Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
And U.S. Coordinator for Women’s Initiatives in Iraq Patricia Haslach

From Ambassador Patricia Haslach:

The women of Iraq have always been central to the success and vitality of their country.
For decades, they have remained strong and steadfast, courageously determined to shape a
peaceful and prosperous future for themselves and their families. Despite war, economic
hardship and the threat of extremism, the Iragi woman continues to be a beacon of strength and
hope in her community, her country and her region. Her belief in herself is a trait to be admired
as we reflect on the principles of International Women’s Day.

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton expresses below our dedication to supporting the
aspirations of women worldwide. We are committed to Iraq’s development and prosperity, and
Iragi women are a fundamental part of that equation. The U.S. has partnered with Iragqi women
on a broad range of initiatives, from literacy and healthcare, to microfinance and business
development. As the hundreds of Iraqi women candidates in this month’s elections know all too
well, Iraq’s female voices cannot and must not be overlooked. Their collective strength -- and
the determination that | see from them every day -- gives me confidence and hope. Today, I’'m
proud to join Secretary Clinton in saluting the achievements of Iraqi women. All of us at the
U.S. Embassy in Baghdad wish for you a brilliant future.

From Secretary of State Hillary Clinton:

March 8th is International Women’s Day—a day to reflect on the progress the world has
made in advancing women’s rights, and to recognize what work remains to be done.

This year marks an anniversary very close to my heart. Fifteen years ago, along with women and
men from around the world I attended the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women
in Beijing. The message from that conference rang loudly and clearly, and still echoes across
cultures and continents: Human rights are women’s rights, and women’s rights are human rights.
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One hundred and eighty-nine countries represented at Beijing adopted a Platform for Action that
pledged to increase women'’s access to education, healthcare, jobs, and credit, and to protect their
right to live free from violence.

We have made great progress, but there is a long way to go. Women are still the majority of the
world’s poor, unhealthy, underfed, and uneducated. They rarely cause violent conflicts but too
often bear their consequences. Women are absent from negotiations about peace and security to
end those conflicts. Their voices simply are not being heard.

Today, the United States is making women a cornerstone of foreign policy because we
think it’s the right thing to do, but we also believe it’s the smart thing to do as well.

Investing in the potential of the world’s women and girls is one of the surest ways to
achieve global economic progress, political stability, and greater prosperity for women — and
men — the world over.

So on this International Women’s Day, let us rededicate ourselves to advancing and
protecting the rights of women and girls, and to join together to ensure that no one is left behind
in the 21st century.
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